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Spanish Courses 
 

SPA 151 Spanish Language I (3 credits) 
This is an entry-level course in Spanish that assumes no prior knowledge of the language. The course can stand alone 
and provides a significant introduction to the language, although ideally it would be taken as a two-course sequence with 
SPA 152. The focus is on development of basic communicative ability in the four language skills (listening, speaking, 
reading and writing), the acquisition of basic grammar and vocabulary, and on the use of the language in everyday 
situations. An introduction to the cultures of the Spanish-speaking world is included. The course assumes very active 
participation by the student.  
 
SPA 152 Spanish Language II (3 credits) 
This course is a suitable beginning point for students who have previously mastered some of the fundamentals and are 
able to resume their study at a somewhat higher level. It uses the same four-skills approach as SPA 151. The course 
opens with a brief review of essential grammatical structures and vocabulary from SPA 151. It then moves to the 
acquisition and use of more sophisticated language structures and additional, general vocabulary appropriate to everyday 
situations. An introduction to the cultures of the Spanish-speaking world is included. The course assumes very active 
participation by the student. Prerequisite: Spanish 151 or equivalent. 
 
SPA 220 Intermediate Spanish I (3 credits) 
This course assumes a basic knowledge of the significant structures of the language, and mastery of some basic 
vocabulary. Classes are conducted primarily in Spanish. The course is designed to build on the work of the introductory 
courses in two ways. First, it helps in the development of a greater ease in the use of the language and all its major tenses 
and forms. Second, it builds a significant active vocabulary across a wide range of real-life situations. The course involves 
work on the four skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking, with a clear emphasis on listening and speaking. Pre-
requisites: Spanish 151 & 152 or equivalent. 
 
SPA 251 Practical Spanish Conversation (3 credits) 
This course stresses oral communication in Spanish. Topics deal with daily life, travel, education, shopping, and other 
situations common to the traveler. Prerequisite: Spanish 152, or permission of instructor. 
 
SPA 252 Spanish Composition (3 credits) 
Students develop from single sentence writing to longer forms of written expression, from guided compositions to freer 
paragraphs. Attention is given to differences between verb tenses and to idiomatic expressions. Review of grammar as 
necessary. Prerequisite: Spanish 152, or permission of instructor. 
 
SPA 253 Spanish Readings (3 credits) 
This course helps students bridge the gap from oral language to the written word. Readings from a variety of sources. 
Emphasis is on reading and interpreting rather than on translation. Designed for students wanting to develop a reading 
knowledge of Spanish or to prepare for graduate study in any field. Prerequisite: Spanish 152, or permission of 
instructor. 
 
SPA 325 Intermediate Spanish II (3 credits) 
This course assumes a basic knowledge of the significant structures of the language, and mastery of some basic 
vocabulary. Classes are conducted primarily in Spanish. The two-course intermediate sequence, of which this is the 
second part, is designed to build on the introductory work of the basic courses in two ways. It helps in the development 
of greater ease in the use of the language and all its major tenses and forms. And it builds a significant active vocabulary 
across a wide range of real-life situations. The course includes work on all four language skills: reading, writing, listening 
and speaking, with a clear emphasis on listening and speaking. Pre-requisites: Spanish 151 & 152 or equivalent. 
Completion of Spanish 220, the first part of this two-course sequence, is highly recommended. 
 
 
SPA 331 Spanish Culture and Civilization (3 credits) 
An introduction to the history, art, culture, and literature of Spain to the present, with emphasis on contemporary Spain. 
Taught in Spanish. Prerequisites: Two 200-level courses in Spanish, or permission of instructor. 
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SPA 332 Spanish-American Culture and Civilization (3 credits) 
An introduction to Spanish-American history, art, culture, and literature to the present, with emphasis on contemporary 
Spanish America. Prerequisites: Two 200-level courses in Spanish or placement by the department. 
 
SPA 351 Survey of Hispanic Literature (3 credits) 
An introduction to many outstanding Spanish-language writers of varied periods. In addition to reading, students learn 
of important literary movements in Spanish-American literature. Students learn to analyze and interpret literature. 
Prerequisites: Two 200-level courses in Spanish, or permission of instructor. 
 
SPA 353 Advanced Conversation (3 credits) 
Students move from controlled situational speaking to more independent, free speaking. Assigned and free topics for 
oral presentations. Some extemporaneous speaking. Prerequisites: Spanish 251 and one other 200-level course, or 
permission of instructor. 
 
SPA 451 Advanced Composition (3 credits) 
Emphasis in the course is on free composition on a variety of topics. Attention will be given to subtleties of stylistic 
expression. All regular verb tenses should be mastered by the student. Prerequisites: Spanish 252 and one other 200-level 
Spanish course, or permission of the instructor. 
 
SPA 452 Special Topics in Literature (3 credits) 
For students who already have a general knowledge of Hispanic literature, this course focuses on specific authors, 
genres, movements, or themes. Students may repeat this course under different topics. Prerequisite: Spanish 352 or 
permission of the instructor. 

 


