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About St. Andrews...
 St. Andrews Presbyterian College is a four-year, church-
related, co-educational liberal arts and sciences institution, 
serving traditional and non-traditional students from diverse 
national, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds. St. Andrews 
is situated on 600 acres around a 70-acre lake in the Sandhills 
region of North Carolina. Long known for its innovation and ac-
ademic excellence, the college boasts an unparalleled interdisci-
plinary curriculum, a study abroad program on three continents, 
a multidisciplinary science lab the size of an indoor arena, the 
! rst undergraduate college press in the country, the ! rst four-
year degree in therapeutic horsemanship and equine business 
management, and an award-winning bagpipe band. 
 SAPC offers residential and nonresidential undergraduate 
degree programs, certi! cation programs, and special training 
programs. One of the ! rst campuses designed to be accessible, 
St. Andrews takes particular pride in its historical commitment to 
accommodating students with physical disabilities. Students en-
rolled at St. Andrews come from 42 states and eleven countries.
 Further information may be obtained by visiting the Col-
lege’s website www.sapc.edu or calling admissions at 800-763-
0198 sending an e-mail to admissions@sapc.edu.
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A special thanks goes to Rooney Coff-
man for providing all of the pictures 
used in the Online Media Guides and to 
Scott Stilwell for his work on the cover 
and inserts. 
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Message from the 
President

Greetings fans, friends, alumni, student-athletes and 
parents,         

As a former student-athlete myself, I’m aware of   
how much time and energy it takes to be successful  
in the classroom and on the • eld. Every student-  
athlete learns quickly that leadership, teamwork and 
responsibility are more than just words for a résumé. 
The dedication that it takes to successfully balance  
coursework and • eldwork yields lessons that last a  
lifetime.         

I am excited to watch the stories that our student-athletes will write on their 
• elds of play during the 2009-2010 academic year. I have no doubt that  
our athletes will be able to look to their coaches for the understanding and  
guidance necessary to help them achieve the academic excellence that we value so 
highly at St. Andrews.         

I hope our Online Media Guides help you stay current with all of our teams  
and athletes.  Best of luck this season!        

Sincerely,    

Paul   
Paul Baldasare ’77 
President 
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Keith Williams, Head Coach
 Keith Williams enters his third season at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian College after being named the head coach of the 
Knights baseball program in the summer of 2007. In addition, 
in August 2008 he was named as an Assistant Athletic Director 
at St. Andrews.
 Williams came to St. Andrews after spending nine 
years as the head baseball coach and four years as an Assistant 
Athletic Director for NCAA Division III Rutgers University 
at Camden. Williams takes over a successful Knights baseball 
program that included a winning record in the team’s 12 year 
NCAA Division II era and a CVAC Tournament Championship 
in 2000.
 Williams, who captured his 150th victory in 2007, pro-
duced Scarlet Raptor baseball teams that consistently ranked 
among the top contenders in the powerful New Jersey Athlet-
ics Conference. Williams won 162 games in a Rutgers-Camden 
uniform (school record), leading the Scarlet Raptors to their 
! ve highest victory totals in the school’s history including a 
program-record 32 wins in 2002.
In his ! rst season at SAPC, Williams guided the Knights to more total wins and conference victories 
than the prior year
 While setting numerous records and accomplishments at Rutgers-Camden, Williams high-
lights include coaching nationally ranked teams in four different years, being named the NJAC Coach 
of the Year in 2002, and winning the ECAC Metro Championship in 2003.
 Williams coached ! ve student-athletes that went on to play professional baseball. Williams 
also guided 25 All-State, 33 All-Conference, seven All-Region, four All-Academic, four All-Metro, 
and two South Jersey Division III Player of the Year while at Rutgers-Camden.
 The Scarlet Raptors success was a re" ection of Williams’ own philosophy that hard work, 
dedication, and team unity form a foundation of success.
 Williams’  knowledge of baseball is vast with experience at all levels including college, pro-
fessional, high school, clubs, camps, and clinics. Williams also has experience as a high school teach-
er for ! ve years.
 Williams had already accumulated over 15 years of coaching experience before coming to 
SAPC. After graduating college Williams spent two years in Australia. During his time Down Under, 
Williams served as a player/coach that built his Ryde-Eastwood Leagues team into a Paci! c Coast 
power by winning two league championships.
 Williams also has served as an assistant coach with the West Deptford Storm of the Atlantic 
Collegiate Baseball League, and as a player/coach for Mazzucco of the semi-pro Rancocas Valley 
League. Other coaching experience includes time with AAU’s New Jersey Arsenal, Eastern Regional 
High School, Camden Catholic High School, and several legion teams.
 Williams is a member of the American Baseball Coaches Association and National Intramural 
Recreational Sports Association; is First Aid, CPR and AED certi! ed; and is licensed teacher.
 Williams graduated from The Catholic University of America with a bachelor’s degree in 
Biomedical Engineering while playing ball for the Cardinals for four years. Williams later earned a 
Master of Science in Administration, Sports and Recreation from West Chester University in 2003. 
Williams currently resides in Wagram, N.C.

Meet the Coaches...
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 Prior to Hampden-Sydney, Blair was an as-
sistant coach at Richard Stockton College of New 
Jersey for two years. Blair instructed a Stockton 
team that set a school record for wins in a season 
while also leading an Osprey pitching staff to re-
cord-breaking ERA and strikeout marks.
 Furthermore, Blair’s experience includes be-
ing an assistant coach at West Essex High School 
for two years and assistant coach for the Lakewood 
Cougars of the Atlantic Baseball Confederation 
Collegiate League for one year. In addition, Blair 
has been a school teacher for several years.
 Blair began his collegiate playing career as an 
All-Conference and All-Region selection at Cam-
den Country College, where he earned his Associ-
ates Degree. He then completed his college career 
at Caldwell College, where he was a two-time All-
Conference honoree for the Cougars. Blair gradu-
ated from his alma mater with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 2000. Blair currently resides in Wagram, 
N.C. 

Jim Blair, Associate Head Coach
 Jim Blair joined the 
St. Andrews Presbyterian 
College athletics depart-
ment staff as assistant base-
ball coach in the summer 
of 2007. Blair serves as 
the pitching coach for the 
Knights baseball program 
as well as the recruiting co-
ordinator. 
 Blair came to St. An-
drews after spending three 

years as an assistant baseball coach for NCAA Di-
vision III Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia. 
While a member of the Tiger coaching staff, Blair 
helped guide the Hampden-Sydney baseball team 
to its ! rst ever College World Series appearance 
in 2005. With the help of Blair, HSC earned back-
to-back regular season conference titles and three 
consecutive 20-win seasons while setting school 
records in wins and ! elding percentage.

workouts, mentoring younger players, maintaining 
the baseball ! eld, and assisting with recruiting pro-
spective student-athletes.
 The Mechanicsville, Va., native already has a 
connection with St. Andrews, having been coached 
by Knights Associate Head Coach Jim Blair for 
three seasons at HSC before Blair joined the SAPC 
staff in the summer of 2007.
 Hadra has gained additional experience hav-
ing coached at the Young Guns and Best In Vir-
ginia baseball camps.
 Hadra graduated from his alma mater with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology in the 
spring of 2008. He currently resides in Wagram, 
N.C. 

Danny Hadra, Assistant Coach
  Daniel Hadra joined 
the St. Andrews Presbyterian 
College baseball program in 
the summer of 2008. Hadra 
serves as the out! eld coach as 
well as running the strength 
& conditioning program.
  Hadra completing his 
playing career at Hampden-
Sydney College in the spring 
of 2008, where he  was a 
four-year letter winner and a 

team captain for the Tigers baseball program. He 
also served as a student assistant for Hampden-
Sydney during his senior season. Hadra helped 
lead a large team while coordinating off-season 

 Travis Lee has joined 
the St. Andrews Presbyte-
rian College baseball pro-
gram as a volunteer assis-
tant in January of 2010 after 
graduating in December, 
2009.
 Lee was a student-
athlete on the SAPC base-
ball team for the past three 
years (red shirting in 2007). 
A right-handed hurler, Lee 

led the Knights in wins, innings pitched, and 
strikeouts in ’09 and capped his collegiate career 

Travis Lee, Assistant Coach
with a complete-game win in the 2009 Confer-
ence Carolinas Tournament. 
 Prior to coming to St. Andrews, Lee played 
two years at Delaware Technical & Community 
College, where he served as team captain and led 
the Road Runners in wins his sophomore season. 
 Lee will primarily work with the Knights 
pitching staff while aiding the baseball program in 
a variety of capacities. Lee has worked the SAPC 
Collegiate Instructional Baseball Camp. 
 The Maryland native graduated from St. An-
drews with a Bachelor of Arts degree in commu-
nications and theatre arts in December of 2009. 
Lee currently resides in Wagram, N.C.
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LAURINBURG, N.C.—Third year head coach Keith 
Williams is rebuilding the St. Andrews Presbyterian 
College baseball team in what hopes to be a breakout 
season for the Diamond Knights in 2010.
 Williams’ thinks that with 11 returning letter 
winners, two returning redshirts, and 19 newcomers 
-- including nine transfers -- the expectations for the 
Knights are high heading into the new decade. This 
year’s squad looks to return to the past successes 
achieved by the SAPC baseball program. 
 “The team’s combination of experienced 

newcomers, strong chemistry and work ethic, and an 
unparalleled commitment to excellence will form the 
basis for a return to past glories,” said Williams.
St. Andrews is coming off a 9-39 campaign in 2009 
that included a 4-13 record in Conference Carolinas 
play. The Knights look to build off a ! rst round win 
in the ’09 Conference Carolinas Tournament at the 
end of the season.  
 “The leadership from the senior class and a 
highly talented group of transfers will challenge the 
younger players to ! nd their best,” added Williams. 

2009-2010 Season Preview

Continued on Page 11...

Back Row L to R: Brett Andrews, Charles Weber, Dalton Steed, Ryan Pierce, Andrew 
Bizjak, Jack Crawford, Adrian Rivera, Alex Ridout, Michael Ficarro, RJ Blasi.
Third Row L to R: John Allen Renn, Manny Williams, Coach Hadra, Coach Blair, Coach 
Williams, Coach Lee, Kyle Tate, William Waldau.
Second Row L to R: Michael Cantwell, DJ Turpin, Andrew Pelfrey, Daniel Oliver, Kyle 
Schneider, Jason Murray, Josh Axelsen, James Shahayda, DJ Stinsman.
Front Row L to R: Ethan Powell, Je!  Brothers, Ron Berscak, Matt Bolden, Samson Wil-
liams, Scott Stilwell, David Carbonell, Tyler Tuttle.
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“If our younger players step up and mature, and our 
older players perform to their proven levels of abil-
ity, we could challenge for the conference and let 
opposing teams know that St. Andrews baseball is 
back. Our veteran line-up should place a lot of pres-
sure on opposing teams and our rebuilt pitching staff 
will make us competitive.”
 The Knights boast a senior class of ! ve, 
including a pair of four-year letter winners in third 
baseman Charles Weber (Concord, N.C.) and right-
handed pitcher/out! elder Alex Ridout (Wake For-
est, N.C.).  The senior duo of out! elder Samson 
Williams (Wilmington, N.C.) and ! rst baseman/
designated hitter Josh Axelsen (St. Charles, Ill.) look 
to build on very productive ! rst seasons at SAPC 
last year. Senior right-hander David Carbonell (St. 
Charles, Ill.), a transfer from Division I Winthrop 
University, adds veteran leadership to the Knights 
pitching staff.
 Weber is the squad’s most experienced player 
having 130 career starts under his belt heading into 
his senior campaign. Weber led the Royal Blue & 
White in 2009 with a .321 batting average, total-
ing 43 hits, a team-high 28 walks, 26 runs, and nine 
extra-base hits. 
 On the mound, Ridout returns veteran num-
bers for the Knights with 27 appearances includ-
ing 16 career starts. Ridout has toed the rubber for 
86.0 innings in his ! rst three seasons at St. Andrews 
while fanning 35. 
 Williams and Axelsen provided much of the 
Knights power in last year’s lineup. Williams led St. 
Andrews with 56 hits, 37 RBI, 35 runs, eight home 
runs, ! ve triples, and 10 stolen bases while accu-
mulating a .309 batting average. Axelsen sported a 
.272 batting average while ranking amongst the team 
leaders with 33 RBI, 26 runs, 10 doubles, and four 
home runs. 
 Sophomore Ethan Powell (Greenville, N.C.), 
who has moved to the out! eld in 2010, and joins 
Weber and Williams as the Knights three return-
ing everyday players who batted over .300 in 2009. 
Powell batted .306 in 45 games as a rookie. Fellow 
middle in! elder and classmate, Michael Ficarro 
(Pine City, N.Y.), also gained valuable experience 
last season batting .287 in 47 starts as a freshman. 
Powell and Ficarro are expected to help lead the 
team after their impressive freshman seasons
 A combination of experienced utility players 
will add depth both defensively and in the lineup. 
Junior in! elder Andrew Bizjak (Mount Airy, Md.) is 
hoping to have a healthy year after being sidelined 
for portions of 2008 & 2009, while juniors R.J. Blasi 
(Hubert, N.C.) and Brett Andrews (Durham, N.C.) 
join sophomore Matthew Bolden (Germantown, 

Md.) as players who gained experience last season.
 Coach Williams will have plenty of position 
players competing for playing time throughout the 
lineup this season, including ! ve players; Weber 
(.321), S. Williams (.309), Powell (.306), Ficarro 
(.287), and Axelsen (.272); who had at least 100 at-
bats in 2009. 
 S. Williams and Axelsen are expected to 
provide pop to the lineup, after combining for 12 of 
the squads 20 homers last year. Coach Williams also 
believes a trio of freshman can have power potential 
for the Knights as they gain experience throughout 
the season in Daniel Oliver (Plymouth, N.C.), Jeff 
Brothers (East Sparta, Ohio), and Andrew Pelfrey 
(Mount Airy, N.C.). 
 The Knights expect to do a lot of damage on 
the base paths. Samson Williams ranked 29th nation-
ally last season with ! ve triples and he led SAPC 
with 10 steals in ’09. Coach Williams believes Sam-
son, and newcomers Manny Williams (Wilmington, 
N.C.) and Michael Cantwell (Burlington, N.J.) all 
have the potential to steal 20-plus bases this season. 
“This should be a place for us to stand out as we em-
phasize running the bases hard and aggressive. We 
have the potential to cause a lot of disruption on the 
bases with our team speed,” added Coach Williams.
 The out! eld will be patrolled by a quartet of 
outstanding talents featuring the Williams brothers, 
Cantwell, and Powell. Samson Williams looks to 
cover right! eld after strong junior year and a sum-
mer season highlighted by being named to the SCBL 
All-Star team. Powell moves to the out! eld after 
splitting time last year between second base and the 
DH spot. Manny Williams (Lenoir Community Col-
lege) and Cantwell (Camden Community College) 

Conference Carolinas Baseball
Preseason Coaches Poll

(# of First Place Votes in Parenthesis) 

1. Mount Olive College (4)  58
2. Erskine College (3)       56
3. Belmont Abbey College (2) 47
4. Pfei! er University                 44
5. Barton College                 42
T6. Anderson University      27
T6. Limestone College                        27
8. Coker College                       15
9. St. Andrews Presbyterian College    8

Season Preview continued from page 10...

Continued on Page 12...
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bring speed and outstanding defense to the Knights 
out! eld after transferring in from community col-
leges.
 With a team philosophy based upon pitch-
ing and defense, the Knights look to ! eld a quality 
defensive in! eld with a group of versatile players 
competing for the starting positions. 
 At ! rst base, Axelsen ! gures to anchor the 
in! eld and middle of the order, while Oliver pro-
vides quality defense and should also see time as 
the designated hitter. In addition, freshman Scott 
Stilwell (Roanoke, V.A.) will provide versatility with 
the ability to ! ll-in at both corner positions.
 The middle in! eld spots will be ! lled from a 
group of quality players. A quintet of ! elders will be 
competing for the spots as junior transfer Matt Ad-
ams (Laurinburg, N.C./Surry CC) and true freshmen 
Adrian Rivera (Staten Island, N.Y.) and Dalton Steed 
(Indian Trail, N.C.) will be battling letter winners 
Michael Ficarro and Andrew Bizjak for the starting 
jobs.  
 At third base, the Knights return three-year 
starter Charles Weber for his senior campaign. We-
ber will be pushed by Bolden, while Adams could 
see time at the hot corner. 
 The catching corps, although young and in-
experienced, could prove to be a strength of the team 
as the season progresses. Blasi, the lone returnee, 
will look to lead a duo of freshmen backstops during 
the season. Jeff Brothers will bring his skills to St. 
Andrews after a highly touted scholastic career and 
could also see time as the team’s DH. In addition, 
another highly touted freshman, Andrew Pelfrey 
! gures to push for the starting spot and add quality 
depth to the Knights catching unit.
 After a dif! cult season on the mound last 
year, this season’s staff looks to be the foundation of 
the Knights’ success. Coach Williams acknowledges 
that with several returnees, plus the addition of ten 
high pro! le transfers and freshmen, competition will 
make the way easier to establish the pitching excel-
lence desired by third year pitching coach Jim Blair. 
 The staff will be led by a quintet of new 
starting pitchers. Senior right-hander David Carbo-
nell transfers from Winthrop University; junior leftie 
Jack Crawford (Montgomery, N.Y.) transfers from 
Dominican College; junior righty DJ Stinsman (Egg 
Harbor, N.J.) comes from Camden County College; 
junior right-hander DJ Turpin (Big Island, Va.) trans-
fers from Patrick Henry Community College; and 
freshman Kyle Tate (Gastonia, N.C.) tossed prep ball 
at Ashbrook High School.
 The bullpen will be led by four letter win-
ners, two of whom red shirted in 2009. Alex Ridout 
and sophomore James Shahayda (Virginia Beach, 

Season Preview continued from page 11...
Va.) will move into the bullpen after serving pri-
marily as starters last year. Junior righties Kyle 
Schneider (Bedminster, N.J.) and Jason Murray 
(Syracuse, N.Y.) look to contribute after redshirting 
during the 2009 season. In addition, the staff will be 
bolstered by two other transfers and a trio of highly 
touted freshman arms, all of whom will push for 
key relief roles. Newcomers include Tyler Tuttle 
(Wilkesboro, N.C./Wingate University), William 
Waldau (LaFayette, N.Y./Onadoga CC), Ron Ber-
scak (Kitty Hawk, N.C.), Ryan Pierce (Laurinburg, 
N.C.), and John Allen Renn (Wake Forest, N.C.).
 Third year head coach Keith Williams will 
be looking to surpass the 200 career win milestone 
marker this season and is optimistic it can happen 
with a strong group of assistant coaches. Williams 
stated, “I have been very blessed to have an out-
standing staff here at St. Andrews. Jim Blair brings 
experience, knowledge, and an outstanding work 
ethic. He demands the best from his pitchers every 
day. Daniel Hadra is a true baseball guy. He knows 
the game well and brings a great desire for success 
to the ! eld every day. We added Travis Lee this 
season, although young, he came from a great junior 
college program and has provided a good sounding 
board for the players.”
 St. Andrews will once again be competing in 
the very powerful Southeast Region including eight 
weekend Conference Carolinas weekend series. 
The league has represented the region in the NCAA 
Division II ‘World Series’ each of the last two years 
with Mount Olive College winning the title in 2008 
and Belmont Abbey College ! nishing as a semi! -
nalist in 2009. The Knights have six opponents on 
its schedule that are ranked nationally in at least 
one of the three national preseason polls in Mount 
Olive, Belmont Abbey, USC Aiken, Francis Marion 
University, Tusculum College, and UNC Pembroke.
 The Conference Carolinas Tournament has 
been altered in that only the top six teams in the 
league’s standings will qualify. The tourney will 
once again be played at historic Fleming Stadium 
in Wilson, N.C. on April 15-18 (hosted by the 
Wilson Tobs and Barton College). The Knights are 
scheduled to play 22 home games at Clark Field -- 
which features a new nine-inning digit scoreboard 
-- capped by ‘Senior Day’ against North Greenville 
University on April 24. 

“We have one of the toughest schedules in the coun-
try. In order to be the best, you have to beat the best 
and we feel our schedule gives us a realistic gauge 
as to our standings in our conference, region, and 
country,” concluded Williams.
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# 2 Ethan Powell
Sophomore Out• elder
Hometown: Greenville, N.C.  
Previous School: North Pitt HS  

    Major: Politics 
Parent(s): William & Cynthia  

        
QUOTE: “Every day is a new opportunity. You can build on yesterday’s    
success or put its failures behind and start over again. That’s the way life is, 
with a new game every day, and that’s the way baseball is.” 

 Accomplishments:
  
2009: First-year letter winner ... fourth on team with .306 batting average ... second on team with 48 hits ... second on 
team with eight steals ... started 43 games as a freshman ... 377 on-base percentage 
 
 Personal:  

 FAVORITE ATHLETE: Derek Jeter    FAVORITE TEAM: New York Yankees  
 FAVORITE FOOD: Pizza      HEROES: Parents/Derek Jeter  
 FAVORITE MOVIE: Field of Dreams      FAVORITE BOOK: Books about sports history 
 PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Australia  
  
    

# 1 Charles Weber
Senior In• elder
Hometown: Concord, N.C.  
Previous School: Jay M. Robinson HS  
Major: Business 
Parent(s): Chuck & Roseanne  

QUOTE: “You will remember today as the day you almost caught Captain 
Jack Sparrow”

 Accomplishments: 
  
2009: Third-year letter winner ... led team with 28 walks ... .449 on-base percentage ... started 46 of 48 games ... sec-
ond on team with .321 hitting percentage 

2008: Second-year letter winner ... Led team with 26 walks ... .355 on-base percentage ... played in every game 

2007: First-year letter winner 
 
 Personal:  

 FAVORITE ATHLETE: Donovan McNabb     FAVORITE TEAM: Phillies & Eagles  
 FAVORITE FOOD: Pizza      HEROES: Parents  
 FAVORITE MOVIE: Pirates of the Caribbean     PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Bahamas  
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Meet the Returning Knights...
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# 4 Andrew Bizjak
Junior In• elder
Hometown: Mount Airy, Md.  
Previous School: South Carroll HS  
Major: Sports Management  
Parent(s): Richard & Betty  

        

 
 
 Accomplishments:
  
2009: Third-year letter winner 

2008: Second-year letter winner ... red shirt 

2007: First-year letter winner
 
 Personal: 
 
 FAVORITE ATHLETE: Brian Roberts    FAVORITE TEAM: Baltimore Orioles  
 FAVORITE FOOD: Chipotle Burrito     HEROES: Parents  
 FAVORITE MOVIE: The Hangover     PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Hawaii 

# 3 Brett Andrews
Junior In• elder
Hometown: Durham, N.C.  
Previous School: Greensboro College  
Major: Sports Management 
Parent(s): Mike & Pam  

        
QUOTE: “It’s not the size of the dog in the ! ght but the size of the ! ght in the 
dog.” 

 Accomplishments:
  
2009: First-year letter winner ... 2009 Knights Award winner for baseball 
 
Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Albert Pujols     FAVORITE TEAM: St. Louis Cardinals  
FAVORITE FOOD: Steak     HEROES: Jesus, Josh Hamilton, Dad 
FAVORITE MOVIE: Friday Night Lights    FAVORITE BOOK: Beyond Belief by Josh Hamilton 
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Bahamas  
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Meet the Returning Knights...
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# 7 R.J. Blasi
Junior Catcher
Hometown: Hubert, N.C.  
Previous School: Swansboro, N.C.  
Major: Biology 
Parent(s): Frank & Linda  

        
 QUOTE: “If you’re not the lead dog, the view never changes.” 

 
Accomplishments:
  
2009: Second-year letter winner 

2008: First-year letter winner
 
 Personal:  

 FAVORITE ATHLETE: Derek Jeter     FAVORITE TEAM: New York Yankees  
 FAVORITE FOOD: Manicotti     HEROES: Parents 
 FAVORITE MOVIE: The Departed    FAVORITE BOOK: The Life You Imagine  
 CLUBS/ORGANIZATIONS: SAPC Judicial Council   PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Australia 
 

# 9 Samson Williams
Senior Out• elder
Hometown: Wilmington, N.C.  
Previous School: Louisburg C.C.  
Major: Sports Management  
Parent(s): Edward & Priscilla  

        
 QUOTE: “No weapon formed against me shall prosper.” 

 
Accomplishments... 
  
2009: First-year letter winner ... led team with 56 hits, 5 triples, eight home runs, 37 RBI, .530 slugging percentage, 10 
stolen bases ... third on team with .309 batting average 

Summer 2009: Named to the Southern Collegiate League All-Star Team

Personal:  
 FAVORITE ATHLETE: Hank Aaron     FAVORITE TEAM: Atlanta Braves  
 FAVORITE FOOD: Hot Wings     HEROES: God  
 FAVORITE MOVIE: Pursuit of Happiness    PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Hawaii  
 

 

Meet the Returning Knights...



15

15

# 12 Michael Ficarro
Sophomore In• elder
Hometown: Pine City, N.Y. 
Previous School: Southside HS  
Major: Business Administration/Sports Management 
Parent(s): Greg Ficarro & Karen Watkins  

        
 QUOTE: “No matter how good you are, you’re going to lose one-third of 

your games. No matter how bad you are, you’re going to win one-third of 
your games. It’s the other third that makes the difference.” 

Accomplishments:
  
2009: First-year letter winner ... started 47 of 48 games as a freshman .... second on team with 48 hits ... 348 on-base 
percentage 
 
    
Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Derek Jeter     FAVORITE TEAM: New York Yankees  
FAVORITE FOOD: Spaghetti     HEROES: His Grandparents  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Major League     FAVORITE BOOK: the Yankee Years  
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: The Bahamas 

 

# 13 Alex Ridout
Senior Pitcher/Out• elder
Hometown: Wake Forest, N.C.  
Previous School: Wake Forest-Rolesville HS  
Major: Math 
Parent(s): Jim & Teri  

        
 QUOTE: “Persistent people begin their success where others end in failure.” 

 
Accomplishments:
  
2009: Third-year letter winner ... third on team in strike outs and innings pitched

2008: Second-year letter winner

2007: First-year letter winner 

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Derek Jeter     FAVORITE TEAM: New York Yankees  
FAVORITE FOOD: Sub Club      FAVORITE MOVIE: Dumb and Dumber 
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Brazil  
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Meet the Returning Knights...
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# 16 James Shahayda
Sophomore Pitcher
Hometown: Virginia Beach, Va. Previous School: Bayside HS  

    Major: Engineering 
Parent(s): Vincent & Colleen 

      
QUOTE: “The only thing that really worried me was the ether. There is noth-
ing in the world more helpless and irresponsible and depraved than a man in 
the depths of an ether binge.” 

 Accomplishments:
  
2009: First-year letter winner
 
Personal:  
    
FAVORITE ATHLETE: Tim Lincecum     FAVORITE TEAM: Dodgers  
FAVORITE FOOD: Anything      HEROES: Nolan Ryan, Tim Lincecum, Jesus  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Major League     FAVORITE BOOK: Less Than Zero  
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: San Diego  
 

 

 

#  17 Josh Axelsen
Senior First Baseman
Hometown: St. Charles, Ill.  
Previous School: Elgin C.C. 
Major: Liberal Studies  
Parent(s): Don & Betty  
        
 QUOTE: “Yeah, I was in the show. I was in the show for 21 days once - the 
21 greatest days of my life. You know, you never handle your luggage in the 
show, somebody else carries your bags. It was great. You hit white balls for 

batting practice, the ballparks are like cathedrals, the hotels all have room service, and the 
women all have long legs and brains.”

Accomplishments:
  
2009: First-year letter winner ... second on team with 33 RBI and 10 doubles ... third on team with 4 home runs ... .983 
! elding percentage on 294 attempts 

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Albert Pujols    FAVORITE TEAM: Cleveland Indians & Milwaukee Brewers  
FAVORITE FOOD: Gino’s East Pizza   HEROES: His Parents  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Old School    
 

Meet the Returning Knights...
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# 23 Jason Murray
Junior Pitcher
Hometown: Syracuse, N.Y.  
Previous School: Onondaga CC  
Major: Sports Management 
Parent(s): Bill & Renee  

        
 QUOTE: “It’s good to love to win but it’s better to hate to lose.” 

 
Accomplishments:
  
2009: First-year letter winner ... red shirt 

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Josh Beckett    FAVORITE TEAM: Boston Red Sox  
FAVORITE FOOD: Italian      FAVORITE MOVIE: For Love of the Game 
FAVORITE BOOK: Quiet Strength    PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Bahamas  
 

 

# 36 Matt Bolden
Sophomore In! elder
Hometown: Germantown, Md.  
Previous School: Avalon HS  
Major: Mathmatics  
Parent(s): Renee & Scott 

        
 QUOTE: “There is always some kid who may be seeing me for the ! rst or last 

time, I owe him my best.” 

 Accomplishments:
  
2009: First-year letter winner
 
Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Cal Ripkin    FAVORITE TEAM: Washington Nationals  
FAVORITE FOOD: Steak     HEROES: Cat! sh Hunter  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Man On Fire    FAVORITE BOOK: The Catcher in the Rye  
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Italy  
 

Meet the Returning Knights...
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# 42 Kyle Schneider
Junior Pitcher
Hometown: Bedminster, N.J.  
Previous School: Gloucester CC  
Major: Sports Management  
Parent(s): Kurt & Gail 

        
 QUOTE: “Heroes last forever, but legends never die.” 

 
Accomplishments:
  
2009: First-year letter winner ... red shirt 

Personal:  
    
FAVORITE ATHLETE: Joba Chamberlain   FAVORITE TEAM: New York Yankees  
FAVORITE FOOD: Cheeseburgers     HEROES: His Parents  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Forest Gump     PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Hawaii  
 

 

This year's senior class

Meet the Returning Knights...

      
       Back Row L to R: David Carbonell, Josh Axelsen, Samson Williams. 
       Front Row L to R: Alex Ridout, Andrew Bizjak, Charles Weber.
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Meet the New Knights...
# 5 Ryan Pierce

Freshman Pitcher
Hometown: Laurinburg, N.C.  
Previous School: Scotland HS  
Major: Physical Education  
Parent(s): Ronald & Deborah  

        

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Nolan Ryan     FAVORITE TEAM: Boston 
FAVORITE FOOD: Pizza      HEROES: Parents 
FAVORITE MOVIE: Step Brothers     FAVORITE BOOK: Night 

 
# 6 Matt Adams

Junior In! eld
Hometown: Laurinburg, N.C.  
Previous School: Surry CC  
Major: Sports Management  
Parent(s): Jim & Pam  

        
 QUOTE: “Reach for the moon but if you fall short you will still hit the stars.”

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Derek Jeter     FAVORITE TEAM: Atlanta Braves  
FAVORITE FOOD: Chicken     HEROES: Derek Jeter  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Super Troopers     FAVORITE BOOK: Holes 
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Hawaii

# 8 Daniel Oliver
Freshman First Baseman
Hometown: Plymouth, N.C.  
Previous School: Lawrence Academy  
Major: Undecided  
Parent(s): Greg & Lee Anne  
        
 QUOTE: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Albert Pujols    FAVORITE TEAM: Atlanta Braves  
FAVORITE FOOD: Pizza      HEROES: His Family  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Field of Dreams     FAVORITE BOOK: Nolan Ryan’s Pitchers Bible  
CLUBS/ORGANIZATIONS: Honors Program 
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Meet the New Knights...
# 10 John Allen Renn

Freshman Pitcher
Hometown: Wake Forest, N.C. 
Previous School: Wake Forest-Rolesville  
Major: Undecided
Parent(s): Allen & Nancy  

        
 QUOTE: “Grab hold your life and take it seriously, face the challenges and 

work hard to do everything you want to do.” 

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Josh Hamilton     FAVORITE TEAM: Braves 
FAVORITE FOOD: Bojangles      HEROES: Mom and Dad  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Gran Torino     PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: anywhere there is a beach  

 
# 11 Adrian Rivera

Freshman In! elder
Hometown: Staten Island, N.Y.  
Previous School: Xaverian HS  
Major: Undecided
Parent(s): Abel & Maribel 

 
 QUOTE: “Dif! culties are meant to rouse, not discourage. The human spirit is 

to grow strong by con" ict.” 
    
Personal:  

FAVORITE TEAM: New York Mets     FAVORITE FOOD: lasagna
FAVORITE MOVIE: Matrix Series, War of the Worlds, Terminator Series  
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: China  

 
# 19 Manny Williams

Junior Out! elder
Hometown: Wilmington, N.C.  
Previous School: Lenoir C.C.  
Major: Sociology 
Parent(s): Edward & Priscilla  

        
 QUOTE: “No weapon formed against me shall prosper.” 

Personal:  

FAVORITE FOOD: Pizza     HEROES: Mom & Dad 
FAVORITE MOVIE: Pursuit of Happiness  
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# 20 William Waldau
Junior Pitcher
Hometown: LaFayette, N.Y. 
Previous School: Onondaga CC  
Major: Sports & Recreation Studies  
Parent(s): Bill & Georgette  

        
 QUOTE: “Every inning is a new adventure.”

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Mariano Rivera    FAVORITE TEAM: Yankees 
FAVORITE FOOD: Chicken Parm     HEROES: His Dad  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Seven Pounds     FAVORITE BOOK: The Outsiders 
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Colorado  

Meet the New Knights...

# 21 Michael Cantwell
Junior Out! elder
Hometown: Burlington, N.J.  
Previous School: Camden County College  
Major: Business  
Parent(s): Mike & Linda  
        
 QUOTE: “Live and learn.” 

Personal:  

FAVORITE TEAM: Phillies     FAVORITE FOOD: Crown Fried Chicken 
HEROES: Mom and Dad      FAVORITE MOVIE: My Cousin Vinny  
FAVORITE BOOK: Mind Gym     PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Italy  

# 22 Andrew Pelfrey
Freshman Catcher
Hometown: Mount Airy, N.C.  
Previous School: Mount Airy HS  
Major: Biology  
Parent(s): Jack & Felicia  
        
 QUOTE: “Don’t measure yourself by what you have accomplished, but by 
what you should accomplish with your ability.” 

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Ivan Rodriguez    FAVORITE TEAM: Detroit Tigers  
FAVORITE FOOD: Steak      HEROES: His Dad 
FAVORITE MOVIE: Angels in the Out! eld   FAVORITE BOOK: Deception Point  
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Australia  
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Meet the New Knights...
# 24 Tyler Tuttle

Sophomore Pitcher
Hometown: Wilkesboro, N.C.  
Previous School: Wingate University  
Major: Forensic Science  
Parent(s): Wes & Ann  
        
 QUOTE: “Pain is temporary, quitting lasts forever.” 

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Jonathan Papelbon    FAVORITE TEAM: Boston Red Sox  
FAVORITE FOOD: Macaroni & Cheese    HEROES: God, Parents, Jonathan Papelbon, Albert Pujols 
FAVORITE MOVIE: Never Back Down    FAVORITE BOOK: Beyond Belief & The Bible  
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Australia  

# 25 David Carbonell
Senior Pitcher
Hometown: St. Charles, Ill.  
Previous School: Winthrop University  
Major: Chemistry  
Parent(s): Monty & Lori  

        
 QUOTE: “Just throw the ball Meat.” 

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Nolan Ryan     FAVORITE TEAM: Astros  
FAVORITE FOOD: Gino’s east Pizza     FAVORITE MOVIE: Boondock Saints  
FAVORITE BOOK: Bible     PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Italy  

#  26 D.J. Turpin
Junior Pitcher
Hometown: Big Island, Va.  
Previous School: Patrick Henry CC  
Major: Sports & Recreation Studies  
Parent(s): Dennis & Sheila  

        
 QUOTE: “Fat possums walk late.”

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Ryan Dempster    FAVORITE TEAM: Chicago Cubs  
FAVORITE FOOD: Steak and Shrimp    FAVORITE MOVIE: Training Day  
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Montana  
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Meet the New Knights...

# 31 Je•  Brothers
Freshman Catcher
Hometown: East Sparta, Ohio  
Previous School: Sandy Valley HS  
Major: Communications & International Studies 
Parent(s): Jeff & Linda 

        
 QUOTE: “There is only one you... Don’t you dare change just because you’re 

outnumbered.” 

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Chipper Jones    FAVORITE TEAM: Atlanta Braves  
FAVORITE FOOD: Chicken Wings     HEROES: Ron Luce 
FAVORITE MOVIE: The Last Samurai    FAVORITE BOOK: Pride and Prejudice  
CLUBS/ORGANIZATIONS: Speech, Model United Nations, Business Professionals of America, SADD 
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Montana  
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# 27 D.J. Stinsman
Junior Pitcher
Hometown: Egg Harbor, N.J.  
Previous School: Camden County College  
Major: Physical Education  
Parent(s): Anna & Tony  
        
 QUOTE: “Dedication leads to success! Baseball is like church many attend, 
but few understand.” 

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Chase Utley, Labron James   FAVORITE TEAM: Philadelphia Phillies  
FAVORITE FOOD: Dunkaroos, Mom’s Pasta    HEROES: Family 
FAVORITE MOVIE: The Natural    FAVORITE BOOK: Goosebumps  
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Bahamas  
 
# 30 Scott Stilwell

Freshman In! elder
Hometown: Roanoke, Va.  
Previous School: Hidden Valley HS  
Major: Undecided  
Parent(s): Susan & Steve  
        
 QUOTE: “The task ahead of you is never as great as the power within you.” 

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Derek Jeter     FAVORITE TEAM: Carolina Panthers  
FAVORITE FOOD: Chicken     HEROES: His Mom & Dad 
FAVORITE MOVIE: Black Hawk Down    FAVORITE BOOK: The Giver  
CLUBS/ORGANIZATIONS: FCA     PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Hawaii  
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Meet the New Knights...
# 33 Ron Berscak

Freshman Pitcher
Hometown: Kitty Hawk, N.C. 
Previous School: Fort Union Military Academy  
Major: Undecided
Parent(s): Ron & Vivian  

        
 QUOTE: “The small things make up your habits, your habits make up your 

character, and your character is the only thing you take where ever you go.” 

Personal:  

FAVORITE FOOD: Pizza      HEROES: His Family & God  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Righteous Kill     FAVORITE BOOK: Crime and Punishment  

 
 
# 34 Jack Crawford

Junior Pitcher
Hometown: Montgomery, N.Y.  
Previous School: Dominican College  
Major: Undecided
Parent(s): John & Christine  

        
 QUOTE: “As an athlete, I’m drawn to the allure of trying to play this game as 

close to perfection as humanly possible.” 

Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Jamie Moyer     FAVORITE TEAM: New York Giants 
FAVORITE FOOD: home cooked meal     HEROES: Parents  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Notorious, Sandlot    PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Ireland  
 
 
# 35 Dalton Steed

Freshman In! elder
Hometown: Indian Trail, N.C.  
Previous School: Sun Valley HS  
Major: Pharmacy  
Parent(s): Danielle Steed 

        
 QUOTE: “If you ain’t " rst your last.” 

 
Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Alfonso Soriano    FAVORITE TEAM: Chicago Cubs  
FAVORITE FOOD: Chinese      HEROES: His Family  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Fast & The Furious   CLUBS/ORGANIZATIONS: Mu Alpha Theta 
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Las Vegas  
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Meet the New Knights...
# 51 Kyle Tate

Freshman Pitcher
Hometown: Gastonia, N.C.  
Previous School: Ashbrook HS  
Major: Undecided  
Parent(s): Steve & Debbie  

        
 QUOTE: “In order to succeed you must fail, so that you know what not to do 

the next time.” 

 
Personal:  

FAVORITE ATHLETE: Tim Lincecum     FAVORITE TEAM: Chicago White Sox  
FAVORITE FOOD: White Chocolate Reese Cups   HEROES: His Dad and all of his Uncle’s  
FAVORITE MOVIE: Happy Gilmore     FAVORITE BOOK: Beyond Belief: Josh Hamilton  
PLACE TO VISIT/VACATION: Sacramento, California  
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Above: Michael Ficarro and Andrew Bizjak turn two.

THIS PAGE: 
Top: DJ Turpin delivers the pitch.
Middle: Ethan Powell scores a run.
Bottom: Ethan is set to hit...it's natural!

OPPOSITE PAGE: Clockwise from top left
1. Samson Williams scanning the • eld.
2. Mike Cantwell eyes the pitcher.
3. Brothers, Ridout and Tate from the bullpen.
4. Josh Axelsen lays down the tag.
5. Michael Ficarro delivers a base hit.

28

28


